Breakthrough Faith
Exodus 3:7-10 -- 1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

 

Numbers 14:1-4 -- 1 That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”
 

Numbers 14:5-9 -- 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them.”
 

1 Kings 17:2-4 -- 2 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah: 3 “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan. 4 You will drink from the brook, and I have directed the ravens to supply you with food there.”
  

I.  God Speaks. 
 

A.  God Speaks in numerous ways.
 

1.  God speaks to us in different shape and form.
 

2.  God who lives in us will always speak to us.
 

John 10:27 -- 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
 

3.  Most of the time, God will speak to us in a natural way.
 

a. God speaks through the Bible, people, prayer, and circumstances. 
 
B.  Moses and the Burning Bush
 

1.  God speaks in a supernatural way.
 

a. Burning bush.
 

Hebrews 12: 28 -- 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29for our “God is a consuming fire.”£
 

b. The Angel of the Lord.
 

Exodus3:14 -- 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
 

John 8:58 -- 58“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
 

II. The Choice
 

A.  The Struggle.
 

1.  Does God want me to do this?
 

a. When God gives us a vision or a goal, it is often God sized.
 

1.  Gideon
 

2. Am I capable of accomplishing your task?
 

Exodus 3:11-15 -- 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” 13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

 

a. Ability.
 

1.  God’s response.
 

 

b. People’s acceptance.
  

c. What if they don’t believe me?
 

1. Signs and wonders.
 

Exodus 4:8-9 -- 8 Then the LORD said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first sign, they may believe the second. 9 But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on the ground.”
            
d. Eloquence.
 

Exodus 4:10-12 -- 10 Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” 11 The LORD said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”
 

1.  God will be his mouthpiece.
 

III. The Transformation and Blessing. 
  

A. Break Through in Faith Comes Through Compliance.
 

1.  The leap of faith.
 

a. Trusting that God will do what He promised.
 

B. The transformation
 

1.  Going forward
 

a. Focus
  

            


1.  Commitment
             
            


2.  Discipline
 
            


3.  Persistence
 
            


4.  Don’t get distracted.
 

2.  Building up skills
 

a. Be open to learn and build up the skills that are necessary so that you can accomplish God’s work.
             
3.  Become the person that God is calling us.
 

            

a. Change our character while living in the world.
 
           


b. We will change in the way we interact with people. 
 

C.  The Blessing
 

1. Attainment of peace and joy because we are doing what God wants us to do.
 

Michael Clifford said -- Then my spiritual mentor, a guy named Bill Bright from Campus Crusade for Christ International, sat me down one day and said, "You need to get into postsecondary education." And I said: "Bill, I've never gone to college. I don't   know what you're talking about." And Bill said, "That's good." He goes, "Michael, I know your heart; I know you love helping people live better lives," because I do a lot of charity work, and I was doing a lot for him. And he goes, "And you love business." And he predicted -- and this was 14 years ago -- he predicted that education would be a great business that also helps people. And he believed, as I do, that education is the key to world peace. I mean, in any situation, if people become more educated, they have a better life…
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