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Look to the LORD and his strength;
 seek his face always.

Remember the wonders he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he

pronounced.
1 Chronicles 16:11-12

Testimonies
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Following the Foot Steps
of Jesus at Salvation Army

by Toni Nguyen

Toni shares her convictions to serve the Lord by following his example
of compassion and love for those that society deems unworthy.  She
shares about the joy that God gives her through Salvation Army.

Camping in the Great Indoors by Kaye David

Kaye reflects back on the Undergraduate Lock-In Retreat “Open
Skies” as a moment of growing deeper in her relationships with her
brothers and sisters through Christ Jesus.

Visiting with Jesus in the
Convalescent Home

by Elissa Ikeda

Elissa shares how God continues to teach her the meaning of His
love through her visits to the convalescent homes.  She speaks of
the way God continues to touch those at Cheviot Hills.

Mission Report: Thailand 2007 by Evan Choi

Noah, Woonghee, and Evan recount their recent summer Mission
trip serving with Kerry and Nhuvan Erickson in Thailand.  They share
how they saw God’s heart during their stay in Thailand.

God Touches the Little Hearts by Esther Chung

The families at UPC often come and go throughout the years.  Esther
shares how God uses the brief time the children are here to show
them His love and to teach them who Jesus is.

Clockwise from top:  Group photo after a great night of
Broomballing; Kaye, Lori, and Grace smile for a photo at the
Undergraduate AGAPE Lock-In Retreat “Open Skies;”  What
a great Snow Day at Big Bear for some snowboarding!;
Sunday School kids with their teachers Shuwen & Seong-
ae ; and Phoung celebrates her birthday with the most
important people by her side.
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Dear UP community,

In this issue of One Purpose, I hope that you will read
testimonies about people from our community and learn
about how God has challenged them.  I hope and pray
that you will be blessed and challenged by their testimonies.

As we celebrate this new year, we look to our Lord Jesus
Christ who came here and gave us a gift of life eternal.
Let us always remember that and lift up the name of Jesus
throughout the year.

May God’s grace and peace be with you.

Pastor Soon

Pastor’s’’
Introduction
Letter

Rev. Soon Chung is the senior
pastor at University Presbyterian
Church.  If not tending to his
business, then he’s spending time
with his kids, cheering on the
Bruins, or feeding people.

Clockwise from top left: Soyeon’s going away lunch
at Olive Garden; staff & intern all decked out in
Christmas cheer; sharing a warm evening at Pastor
Soon’s home for Thanksgiving Dinner; and
Convalescent Ministry bringing joy to the elderly with
hymns and Christmas carols.

Winter
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Fasting

This past Easter
season many
within the UP

One Purpose

18

Winter 2008

Ahh,
camping in the
wilderness. The fresh
air, living with just
the bare essentials,
sleeping under the
stars, basking in the
beauty of God’s
creation. I mean, what’s
not to enjoy?

Okay, I admit I’m
not entirely fond of
“roughing it”  what with

the risk of encountering
creatures of the bug and bear
variety.

And don’t even get me started
on the entirely inadequate
hygienic amenities. One word:
gross.

  Luckily, for me,
what was meant
to be an
undergrad
camping
excursion turned
into a camping-
themed lock-in
at the URC
instead. Though
that’s not to say
we missed out
on anything an
actual camping

trip might have offered. Our
set-up was quite a remarkable
sight. With the help of a few
dedicated people, we turned
an ordinary room into our own
camper’s paradise complete
with trees, a roaring
“campfire”, sleeping bags, and
a tent. We even brought in the
sounds of nature by way of a
subtly placed boom box. We
really did leave no detail
unturned.

On the agenda that
evening: games to bring out
our competitive spirit, worship
time, Operation Christmas
Child gift wrapping, frequent
snack breaks, and a Ratatouille
screening. But in spite of all

Kevin, Jun, Lori, Grace,
and Michael are building
the tent together to create
the mood for the
Undergrad Lock-In.

“I think we
achieved the
ultimate goal
of the event.
That is the

opportunity to
become closer
brothers and

sisters.”

Camping in the
Great Indoors

Kaye David is a 4th year
English major.  She also is
currently serving on UPC’s
worship team.  You can
catch her watching Heroes
on Monday nights.

no one who could teach both
English and the Bible. We were
also invited to a praise and
worship service called W3 (Word,
Worship, Wonder), which is a
united service for youth groups
from different churches in
different regions. Through the
worship night, we were
encouraged by the youth’s
passion and devotion. We
believe they would grow to be
like Hill Song church in Thailand
like their vision and prayer.

Through the whole trip,
one thing that we learned for
sure is that God is good.  Before
leaving for Thailand, we often
felt obligated to repay God for
His love and kindness.  We
thought we needed to do
something for Him and work for
Him.  However, we realized He
just wanted to be with us and
have an intimate relationship
with us.  It seemed that God took
us to Thailand to show His heart.

We thank God for letting
us know that He wants to work
through us.  We thank God for
the true friendship with Kerry and
Nhuvan Erickson.  We are still
learning from their humility and
servanthood. We thank God for
Pastor Soon and UP members
who have supported us and
prayed for us.

Because of His love,

Noah, Woonghee, and Evan

We thought we needed to do
something for Him and work
for Him.  However, we realized
He just wanted to be with us
and have an intimate
relationship with us.

Evan, Woonghee, and
Noah praising at the W3
Worship Service.

Mission Report, cont.
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opportunity to become closer
brothers and sisters.  Sitting
around our makeshift campfire
(a cleverly crafted assortment
of orange Christmas lights,
rolled up paper bags, and tissue
paper), people were moved to
share their thoughts about
school, life, family,
friends, and growing up
– all of which ran the
gamut from funny to
serious. That part of the
night gave us all a
chance to sit together and
talk about things that we
might not be able to in
any other setting. For me,
something about sitting
in the relative anonymity
of the darkness while
speaking to
nonjudgmental ears in
addition to hearing about
how people have gone
through similarly trying times
made that experience quite
cathartic.

I was one of the few
brave (or crazy – the jury’s still
out on that) people that stayed
awake until the very end. As I
was leaving the URC that
Saturday morning lacking sleep
and energy, I thought about how
refreshed and restored my soul
was even if my body didn’t show
it. Nothing rivals having a group
of people that genuinely

The Undergrads gathered
around their “campfire” to
take a silly group photo.

care about your well-being and
who are there to help in fostering
your walk with God. That
weekend I got to build new
relationships, develop old ones,
and be a part of another
unforgettable UPC moment…
all within the comfort of the great
indoors.

“Nothing rivals having a
group of people that

genuinely care about your
well-being...”

Camping in the Great Indoors, cont.

add the Bible in his altar with
other spirit statues. Meanwhile,
we were also blessed to visit
local churches and
missionaries. One of the
churches that welcomed us was
a small one of
twenty or less
people. Although
the size was small,
we witnessed the
Holy Spirit working
powerfully through
them. By sharing
testimonies with
one another, we
found the one
common thing
between us- that
we are all terrible
sinners but
forgiven ones. We
were also learning humility from
the missionaries we met there.

Some of them
were not at all
supported by any
organizations.
They depend
entirely on God
and humbly serve
people. We
remember what an
independent
missionary named
Buoy said; “We
have to respect
people for sharing
the Gospel. That

means we have to wait until the
time is right and when the
connection is right.” It reminded
the three of us of how long and
patiently God waited for us until
we opened our heart.

We had opportunities
to observe children and youth
ministries. Agape Orphanage
serves abandoned children with
AIDS and helps them grow
within the love of Christ. Child
Evangelism Fellowship sends
the Good News through English
camps or education programs.
Nevertheless, only a few
children ever hear the Gospel.
We also visited a newly
established mission school. The
elementary school had only
three Christian students and
only one Christian teacher but

“We have to
respect people for
sharing the
Gospel.  That
means we have to
wait until the time
is right and when
the connection is
right.”

Noah sharing God’s love
with the children at the
orphanages.

Mission Report, cont.
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their diapers changed.

  Since my grandfather
spent his last months in
convalescent homes, I see from
a new angle how being
institutionalized can lead to
feelings of abandonment,
anger, grief, loneliness, and
depression.  For the most part,
my grandfather ended his days
with grace and faith, but his
time in the convalescent home
was probably the worst period
of his life.  For a man who lived
through the depression and
World War II, that is significant.
 

In a speech given in
Malta, Mother Teresa
commented on how nursing
home residents are longing for
love, “Where are our elderly
today?  Many are in nursing
homes.  Why?  Many times it
is because no one wants them,
because they have become a
burden.  I remember very vividly
some time ago when I visited
a magnificent nursing home for
the elderly.  It had everything
you could want, beautiful

Elissa Ikeda, mother of two,
received her degree in Applied
Linguistics at UCLA.  She also
makes a mean Swiss Chard
Fritata.

Visiting with Jesus in
 the Convalescent Home

There might be an
uncomfortable smell in the air,
but sensing the nearness of
Jesus and sharing in His love
makes every visit worth it.  I first
stepped into a convalescent
home as a child.  Our church
Sunday School visited
Rosewood to sing Christmas
carols.  Rosewood is the nicest
convalescent home in
Bakersfield, but even then I
sensed that our visit brought
joy to an otherwise lonely place.
I was moved by how the
residents smiled at our songs
and loved to touch us as we
gave them small paper crafts
we had made.

I have never known
anyone that chose to live in a
convalescent home.  People
are usually moved there
because dementia or the loss
of physical abilities renders
them unable to care for
themselves or too difficult for
family members to care for at
home.  Men and women who
were once strong caretakers of
others must submit to having

A Weekend with Marilyn
Laszlo:

What do you have in your hand?

http://marilynlaszlo.blogspot.com

Friday, 1.25.08 @ 7 PM
Saturday, 1.26.08 @ 7 PM

Sunday, 1.27.08 @ 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM
All events held at the URC

Marilyn is a national speaker for Laszlo Mission League in missions conferences,
college chapels, youth conferences, churches, women’s retreats and camps, challenging
and encouraging God’s people, sharing her personal testimony and how the translated
Word of God is impacting people around the world.

Advertisement
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things.  There were about forty
patients there, and they
apparently had all of their
material and medical needs met.
But everybody was looking for
the door.  I did not see a single
person with a smile on his or her
face. I turned to the sister who
was on duty, and I asked, ‘Sister,
how is that?  How is it that these
people who have everything here
are all looking toward the door?’
The sister answered my question
frankly, ‘It happens nearly every
day.  They are expecting and
hoping that a son or daughter
will come to visit them.  They are
hurt because they are forgotten.
They always say, ‘Maybe my son
or daughter, someone from my
family, or one of my friends will
come to see me.’ This is real
poverty.”(Mother Teresa. 1984. One
Heart Full of Love. p. 4)

Jesus’ love touches
people’s hearts in the midst of
this poverty of loneliness.  Mother
Teresa’s writings and example
showed me how we are the
hands and feet of Christ.  We
are the bodies that He can use
to show His love to men and
women who feel forgotten and
hidden.  Through our hugs, He
can embrace them.  Through
our smiles, He can warm them.
 Through our songs, He can lift
their Spirits.  And through our

lips, He can say, “God loves you
no matter what you have done
in life.  You are beautiful to Him,
and He has not forgotten you.”

I have had the
opportunity to
experience this beauty
of Christ’s love in visits
to a home in Cheviot
Hills.  UPC members
have been going there
since at least 1998.
And these days, Pastor
Sharon Chang leads
UPC members in the
convalescent ministry
to several homes.  Usually, we
enter the activity room of the
home and greet the residents,
handing them a songbook.  With
piano music playing, we sing
hymns together. We help the
residents flip the songbook pages
if they are unable.  Then one
person shares a
word of Scripture
and
encouragement.
Afterwards, we
pray together.
Then we have an
opportunity to
talk with
individuals.
Sometimes we
pray individually
with them.

We are the
bodies that He
can use to show
His love to men
and women who

feel forgotten
and hidden.

Visiting with Jesus in the Convalescent
Home, cont.

Goodness and the love
of God are the words we would
use to describe the mission trip
that we were blessed to be a
part of in Thailand.  During this
trip, we witnessed His abundant
love toward the Thai people.
We could see how much He
loves them, how many people
He uses for their salvation, and
how long He has been patiently
waiting for each of them.

We had a long journey
from the North through the
Central area to the East in order
to meet different tribes such as

Mission.Report.
Thailand.2007

the Lao Song, the Saek, the
Bru, the Yoy, and the Nyaw.
The goal was to build
relationships with them, record
their languages, and ultimately
translate the Bible into their
own language. Most of the
people we met were Buddhist
or polytheist. They feared spirits
and served them in their own
spirit house. One day our team
had preached the Gospel to
an old man and he accepted
Jesus Christ. Because of fear,
however, he was reluctant to
abandon other spirits that he
had served. His choice was to

Woonghee Lee , Noah Park,
& Evan Choi are faithful servants
to our church community.  You
can always count on them for a
cheerful smile and a helping hand.

Mission Report, cont. on pg. 17
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Usually, I
shake hands
with them
and talk with them.  I’ve learned
that physical touch means so
much to them.

Convalescent ministry
can be a challenge.  We start
with generational, cultural, and
even language barriers.  Then
you factor in dementia and
medication for some.  I
remember one woman who
was physically very strong when
we first visited.  She always
stood there rigidly with her arms
crossed, and responded very
curtly if you tried to talk to her.
Then there are people who can
only lie in their bed or sit in
their wheelchair and stare
blankly in front of them.  It’s

hard to tell whether they are
glad of our presence or not.
But then there’s the woman
who is confined to her bed,
whose eyes filled with tears
when I told her, “Jesus loves

you.  You are
beautiful to
him.”  And
there are the
believers
whose faces
fill with light
when they
sing the
hymns.  And
there’s Esther,
a Jewish
woman who

gave her heart to Jesus when
Esther Chung prayed with her.
For residents who don’t know
Jesus, time is limited before
their final fate is decided.
Visiting a convalescent home
is one more chance for the
Body of Christ to communicate
the message of eternal,
abundant life.

And there’s Jesus, who
taught us, “Whatever you do
for the least of these, you do
for me.”  (Matthew 25:40)  I
can honestly say that every time
I go to a convalescent home,
I meet Jesus there.

 Visiting a convalescent
home is one more chance
for the Body of Christ to

communicate the
message of eternal,

abundant life.

Visiting with Jesus in the Convalescent
Home, cont.who have been

researchers and
fellows at UCLA are
moving back to
Korea.  The trend
has been the same
for the past seven
years- people
coming and people
going.  It can be very
discouraging to lose
children after getting to know
them for a year or more.  At this
point, I don’t know who will be
the families that are going to join
our community.  Nevertheless,
since the teachers have these
opportunities to share Jesus to
the kids who would otherwise
never hear about Him, we keep
on going.  It is my and the
teachers’ sincere prayer that the
Lord will be faithful in bringing
more families to our community.

 Nevertheless, since
the teachers have
these opportunities to
share Jesus to the kids
who would otherwise
never hear about Him,
we keep on going.

God Touches the Little Hearts, cont.

The children and their
teachers gather together
for a photo at their
Christmas Party on Friday.
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 I remember in the
Spring of 2007, Pastor Soon
started the Ministry to the Poor
meetings.  During that time, I
kept hearing God’s small voice
calling me to serve.   God
continued to speak to me
through His Word.  I remember
when I read Mark with fresh
eyes, I was forever moved by
the compassion Jesus had for
the man with leprosy.  When I
think of the most beautiful and

loving person in the universe,
I think of Jesus.

Jesus’ heart cries out
for all those that are suffering
and in pain.  He did not turn
away and run in horror when
the leper asked him to make
him clean.  Instead, “Filled with
compassion, Jesus reached out
his hand and touched the man,
‘I am willing,’ he said” (Mark
1: 41).  Something about this

Toni Nguyen, a 4th Year
Sociology Major at UCLA, takes
a photo with India from Salvation
Army’s Westwood Transitional
Village.  Toni enjoys getting to
know new people.  She is also
currently serving as a UPC intern.

“Filled with compassion, Jesus reached
out his hand and touched the man, ‘I

am willing,’ he said.”

Following the Footsteps
of Jesus

at Salvation Army

Mark 1:41

God Touches the Little Hearts
Since September, two

sisters, one in second grade
and one in Kindergarten, have
been attending the children’s
program on Fridays.  They
came from Korea
but already were
fluent in English.  It
has been delightful
to have them since
they behave so well
but also because
they have never
gone to church
before. UPC is the
only church they
have ever attended,
and deep inside you
can’t help but think there must
be a reason why we get this
golden chance to share the
love of Jesus.

One Friday night, I was
talking about how one can
become a new creation if
he/she accepts Jesus into
his/her heart.  The older sister
raised her hand and said, “So
is it something like, if you
believe in Buddha, you become
a new creation?”  Knowing that
Buddhism was the only religion
she has been exposed to, I
couldn’t help but smile.  I said

some Buddhists might want to
believe that, but Jesus was the
only one who could give that
kind of promise to people.
Then I moved on to talk about

how Jesus was so
special to give
such promises to
us.   Once again
she raised her
hand.  I thought,
“Uh, oh, what is
she going to say
now?”  When
she was called
on, she said in a
very clear voice,
“Teacher, I

believe in that Jesus.”  Boy, I
don’t know whether she really
understood what she was
talking about.  I responded to
her that I would remember what
she told me for a very, very,
long time.  What a precious
moment I had witnessed!

When I look at the
attendance for the children’s
department, it is very pathetic.
It is true that there are babies
and a steady number of young
children, but I am losing kids
in the elementary school age
due to the moves. The parents

“...you can’t help
but think there

must be a reason
why we get this

golden chance to
share the love of

Jesus.”

Esther Chung, a mother of
four, spends her time running
the Children’s Ministry at UPC.
Among the many things that she
is juggling, she also serves with
the Convalescent Ministry and
helps out with Salvation Army.
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Following the Footsteps of
Jesus at Salvation Army, cont.

they have done things in life
that has led them to their
current state, but does not Jesus
forgive us so we can forgive
others? I keep hearing Jesus
calling us to do something and
make an impact in the lives of
others.  I know it seems like

whatever we
do may not
make much of
a difference,
but it does.  I
am convinced
that we are the
lamp that Jesus
has placed on
this earth and

in this short lifetime to shine.
As seen in the second chapter
of Mark, when the four men
carried in the paralytic, Jesus
saw their faith.  He saw it
through their actions.  I shall
forever remember that faith
must be put into action.  Not
in obligation, but out of the
sincerity of our hearts to please
the Lord.  To act through our
genuine desire to join our
Savior in His work in redeeming
the lost world.

After planning and
praying that God will provide
people to serve at Salvation
Army, everything seemed to fall
into place.  On our monthly
visits, we started to get to know

Winter 2008 One Purpose
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scene imprinted in my heart
what Jesus challenges us to do.
Jesus calls us to follow in his
footsteps and love all those that
society deemed as unworthy.
When we reflect back on our
lives, who are the people that
society stigmatizes?  Is it that
homeless man or
woman on the
street?  Is it the
elderly?  Is it the
widow?  Is it the
sick or the poor?

Somehow
I feel that Jesus
reminds us of how evil our
hearts can be.  He reminds us
how selfish we can be in this
world full of hurt and suffering.
 It is so easy for us to turn the
other way, avert our eyes, or
even act like they are invisible.
 Maybe if we do not notice that
these are human beings then
we will not feel so guilty.  I find
myself falling back into that
state at times.  Then Jesus
triggers an emotion in my heart.
 He tells me to not look away.
 So I take the challenge of
staring into the eyes of these
people.  Do you know what I
see when I look?  I see
loneliness and hurt.  I see
sadness.  I see pain.  I sense
their isolation.  They are our

To act through our
genuine desire to

join our Savior in His
work in redeeming

the lost world.

Clockwise  from above: Alumni Weekend in all
of its glory; a fancy night out for the musical
Wicked, a group gathering after a fun water
balloon fight at the UPC BBQ & Games day, and
Elissa, Leslie, Helen, and Lisha getting in close
for a lovely photo at the park.

Photos
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the children.  They look and act
like any other children though
the difference lies in the truth that
if it wasn’t for the Westwood
Transitional Village, they would
be on the streets.  As we give the
mothers a break and spend time
with the children, I see the hope
and joy in their faces.  We get to
hear of their dreams and what
they want to do when they
grow up.  I feel a sense
of joy in my heart that I
can share God’s love with
them.  For children, joy
is very genuine and
simple.  We can play a
game with them, do arts
and crafts, tell them a
bible story, or give them
a warm hug.  It all
brings a smile to their
faces.

On our recent
visit in December,
Yvonne led a discussion
about the meaning of
Christmas after our
Nativity puppet show.
At the end of the talk,
Yvonne said, “Jesus loves you.”
Marcus, an eight year old boy,
sitting next to me repeated to
himself, “Jesus loves me…” As I
turned over to look at him, I saw
such joy in his little expression.
I gave him a hug and confirmed
to him, “Yes, Jesus does love

you.”  God
really gives us
opportunities to
share in His
work.  I sensed
the presence of
the Holy Spirit
bonding us all
together in that
moment as we
celebrated
Jesus’ birth.  As
I left that day, I
was so thankful
for everyone

that God provided to serve that
Saturday afternoon.  I knew that
in serving the children at
Salvation Army, God blessed our
souls.  I pray that we can continue
to follow the footsteps of Jesus
in showing compassion and love
to others.

10
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Following the Footsteps of
Jesus at Salvation Army, cont.

The children at the
Salvation Army striked a
pose with their new
reindeer ears.

I sensed the
presence of the

Holy Spirit
bonding us all

together in that
moment as we

celebrated Jesus’
birth.

Spring Retreat photos clockwise from
top left: The Korean Cell was wet but
still smiling after the water balloon
fight; night of great worship from the
DCB at the Wiltern;  a fun 3-legged
race at the park; James turn 6 yrs
old; and the Undergrads get in for a
group photo at their Halloween Party!

Fall


