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Community

And let us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and good

deeds. Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of

doing, but let us encourage one another
and all the more as you see the Day

approaching.
Hebrews 10:24-25
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BROOMBALL NIGHT!
THURSDAY

OCTOBER 30TH

Come and show
everyone some tough
love!

AdvertisementAdvertisement

LOVE STRINGS: BENEFIT CONCERT

FEATURING:
So Yang Childrens’ Orchestra

Andrea Hamilton
www.myspace.com/andreahamilton

Laine Furukawa
www.myspace.com/sendersound

“Tying together to help another.”

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4TH, 2008
7 PM - 9 PM

at the URC Auditorium

Proceeds will go to the needy
children in Ethiopia.

10:45 - 11:45 PM
Culver Ice Arena

4545 Sepulveda Blvd
Culver City, CA 90230
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reproduce the articles contained herein as long as they are not modified or sold for profit.
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900 Hilgard Avenue 2F
Los Angeles, California 90024

Tel. 310.208.3991    Fax 310.208.5979     email: info@upcla.org

Credits

Photography: Yvonne Chang, Evan Choi, Esther Chung, Kaye David,
Andy Ikeda, Joshua Lai, Ted Liu, Toni Nguyen, and
Chung Tang

Layout & Artwork: Tony Lim
Edited by: Toni Nguyen
Printed on recycled paper

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture passages are quoted from
the NIV (New International Version) of the Bible.

F e a t u r e s S u m m e r  2 0 0 8

Christ’s Body: One Unit, Many Parts

Meet the Staff

by Winnie Khoo

The Importance of Elsewhere
by Kaye David

Kaye shares her experience of joining the UP community
as an undergrad and finding deeper relationships

Surviving My First Year
by Yvonne Chang

Yvonne shares how she felt at the beginning of her
ministry at UP and how she feels now.

Winnie explains her idea of community and her
experiences of healing through UPC.

New staff members and their personalities are revealed
through interviews.

Clockwise from top
right: the Children
enjoying the Fourth
of July celebrations
at Hollywood Bowl;
Ted Liu showing off
his grilling skills; Josh
Howell, Chung Tang
and Eric Ash
celebrate Chung’s
birthday; Marthew
Wong introduces
UPC to freshemen;
Les Miserable fans
pose; Kevin and Emi
Minne is a lovely
couple; undergrads
surpise attack
Newton Kwong on
his birthday; Ashley
Wyi, Hane LeeNoah
Park and Alex Ha are
enjoying the picnic.
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Pastor’s
Introduction Letter

Rev. Soon Chung is the senior
pastor at University Presbyterian
Church.  If not tending to his
business, then he’s spending time
with his kids, cheering on the
Bruins, or feeding people.
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Greetings!

I hope that you’ve had a wonderful summer. The Theme of this
issue of One Purpose, “Building Each Other Up” has stories about
how people in the church were built up and encouraged by the
UPC community. Indeed, this year has been a year of building
each other up through spiritual friendships and having good
bonding times. I am thankful for how God has been teaching us
to grow in love through all things.

It has been hard to say goodbye to old staff, but I am also excited
to welcome new staff on board. I hope you enjoy getting to know
them through the Bios.

Let’s continue to encourage one another to press on to know the
Lord and to love one another!

Pastor Soon

Clockwise from top left: Timothy Ikeda
enjoying the Graduation Banquet;
Josh Lai and Larry Chou are tough
guys; Ted Liu and his son Evan are
joyful; Robin observes Holden’new
model look; Will and Vivian Glover
show off teir love; presenting the
graduates of 2008!

More
Pictures!

Summer 2008
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College is a
challenge in itself.
Yet aside from managing
living sans parental units
in a big city four hours

from home, trying to
make new friends, and
dealing with a tough

course load, I had the added difficulty
of trying to find a church that would
foster my walk with God. Easier said
than done. But my experience only
shows that the people God brings into
our lives and the plans He has for us
are greater than we can realize.

The
Importance

of
Elsewhere

Kaye David graduated from
UCLA this past spring, and
is now back in her
hometown of Imperial
awaiting where God will lead
her next

Growing up in a religious
family (my dad and both of my
grandfathers were/are pastors), I
always felt comfortable attending
church. Nevertheless, that comfort
more often than not translated into
a sort of indifferent complacency.
Yes, I would go to Sunday school
like a diligent pastor's kid and sit
quietly in the front row with my mom
during service, but a deeper
personal relationship with God was
lacking. So I knew that this time
away from home was a great
opportunity to examine why it was
that I was a Christian on my own
terms.

At the persistent urging of my
dad to find a place to attend on
my first Sunday in Los Angeles, I
made it to the corner of Charles E.
Young Drive to find the UP van
waiting. A side note: a website
advertising a convenient ride to

Photos
Clock wise from top left: Josh Herr and Jieun
Kim pose in the halls of the Westmont college
dormitory; Pastor Soon and Lianne Lau are
happy with the way the retreat is turned out;
a game of jenga with cupnoodle boxes;
Taekyoon Lim with huge glasses; nature-lovers
of the retreat being silly; Akio Yamada is ready
to drop a beat.
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church works wonders for a naive
freshman with no sense of direction
in a new city. I can remember that
first time quite clearly. I felt instantly
welcome by Pastor Soon and the
Ikedas, among others, but I also
felt a sense of apprehension
especially since I had grown up

knowing only my dad's church.

Much like anyone in a new
environment, it took some time to
get acclimated. At first, I only came
to service on Sundays, but I
eventually started attending cell
group and Agape events. It took
going through some personal issues

 that greatly tested my faith during
my second year that pushed me
to want to finally commit myself to
being a part of UPC
wholeheartedly. I knew that this
was a community that could
support me when times got difficult,
encourage me if I was feeling

down, and cheer on my successes
whether small or large. I went
through the membership process,
eventually joining the worship team
and taking on a bigger role within
my cell group. Through this I
gained a deeper understanding of
the Word, and I learned to rely on

UPC Van, infamous for its non-functional, purely aesthetic doors.

Tony Lim
Question: Introduce yourself.
Tony: My name is Tony Lim, a 3rd year history
student (as of this fall). I came from Korea a decade
ago, and my family now resides in Koreatown. I
am an “administrative assistant.”
Q: How were you led to UPC?
T: As I saw the need to find a local church, I went
online, found the UP website which offered rides
as well as free lunches. I fell for the lunch part.
Q: What kind of music do you enjoy listening
to/playing?
T: I used to play in a metal band. So I have a strong
rock music influence. However, I enjoy Palestrina, Vivaldi, Mozart, Oscar Peterson,
Blondie, Simon and Garfunkel, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Hillsong, the Ramones, etc. I also
enjoy Korean and Japanese Indie and dance music.
Q: What kind of food do you like?
T: I enjoy foods that don’t involve scales. Thus no fish and no aligator sausages.
I love Korean, Chinese, Japanese, Thai, Mexican, Steak, and anything with cream
cheese.
Q: Which Olympic event did you watch this summer?
T: My apartment doesn’t have cable, so we watched whatever NBC showed.
That’s gymnastics, swimming, track and field, and volleyball. I wanted to see
soccer...
Q: What are your hobbies and which is your favorite?
T: I enjoy listening to and playing music, though I haven’t done the latter too
often. I also enjoy cooking korean food, and I play computer games.
Q: Vans or Converse?
T: Converse.
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God for everything in my life. This
past year strengthened my
relationship with God even more,
and I was also fortunate enough
to forge genuine relationships with
people not only in apartment cell
or Agape, but also within the rest
of the church.

As I look back on the past
four years, the culmination of which
was a wonderful grad banquet, I
count myself as one of the lucky

ones. I didn't have to endure the
difficulties of the "church hopping"
phenomenon that I saw many of my
friends go through. My only wish is
that I had become involved sooner.
Because as I see it, I didn't just find
a church through a web search to
casually attend while at UCLA. I

found a group of lifelong friends
and with them made some of the
fondest memories of my life.

Undergrads at a Bonfire in Spring 2008

Question: Please introduce yourself.
Debbie: My name is Debbie Chong and I will be a UPC intern this year.  I am
a 4th year environmental studies major at UCLA.  My hometown is Santa Barbara,
California.
Q: How did you to come to UPC?
D: I came to UPC looking for a church that shared my beliefs and had a strong
community.
Q: What kind of music do you play/listen to/like?
D: I like Latin and funk jazz, because in high school I played trumpet in the jazz
band.  I also enjoy listening to contemporary music from around the world.
Q: What's your favorite food?
D: I am a big fan of spicy kimchi, even though I’m Chinese and didn’t grow up
eating spicy foods.  Two years ago I visited Seoul, and by the end of the trip, I
had developed a liking for kimchi.  Now I don’t crave chocolate anymore; I crave
kimchi instead!

Q: What was your favorite olympic event?
D: My favorite Olympic event is mountain biking.
 I like to ride my bike and I wish I could be as
talented as the Olympians.
Q: What hobbies do you have? Which one do
you like best, and why?
D: My hobbies include arts and crafts, digital
photography, trying out vegan recipes, hiking,
playing my trumpet, and reading.  My favorite
activity is traveling, because I enjoy learning
about different cultures and ideas.
Q: Final, and very lighthearted question: vans
or converse?
D: I’ve never worn Vans or Converse, but in
terms of style, I guess I would prefer Vans.

Debbie Chong
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Yvonne Chang is a pastoral staff at
UP, as well as an undergrad ministry
leader. She can be found in the
office making corny jokes.

I grab my lunch tray,
head towards the lunch room
and pause to look for where
to sit. I don’t know anyone
and need to find someone
who looks friendly enough to
sit with. It’s a nerve-wracking
moment. It’s a moment I had.
to repeat
many
times in
my life
growing
up
because
my family
moved
around so many times. Over
time I learned some survival
skills (i.e make friends with
someone before you get to
the lunch room) and made it
through many first days at
new schools, work places, etc.

It has been over a year that
I have been at UPC and
reflecting on my experience,
I have to say that starting out
here has not been so much
like the “first-day-at-a-new-
school” experience.
Naturally there were

moments of insecurity where
I felt nervous about whether
or not I would be accepted
but I have received amazing
support from the community
that has made a big
difference in transition into

Toni Nguyen
Question: Please introduce yourself.
Toni: I was born in San Diego but
lived most of my life in Westminster,
CA.  My family recently moved to
Anaheim but I am still very attached
to Westminster!  I took over Lianne’s
position as UPC’s Administrator.  I am
a recent graduate at UCLA with a BA
in Sociology and Applied
Developmental Psychology Minor.
Q: How did you to come to UPC?
T: I came to UPC through my good friend Grace Chang.  She was in my life at
the right time for God’s purpose!
Q: What kind of music do you play/listen to/like?
T: I listen to lots of random music.  It ranges from alternative rock, to slow rock,
slow pop, R&B, hip-hop, Christian music, and classical music.
Q: What's your favorite food?
T: I really enjoy eating asian cuisine. But I love all food!  My mom’s cooking is
probably my favorite though!
Q: What was your favorite olympic event?
T: I like watching gymnastic and the short distance track events.
Q: What hobbies do you have? Which one do you like best, and why?
T: I enjoy leisure reading, sketching, painting, playing sports, singing, and hanging
out with friends and family.  I don’t have a best hobby because I like to do them
all in one time or another.
Q: Final, and very lighthearted question: vans or converse?
T: Converse.
Q:  Please write a short message to UPers.
T: I look forward to this year as the Administrator and building new relationships
with the people in our community.  I especially look forward to working with the
new awesome staff at UPC.  I know it will be a great time of growth and learning
from my numero uno: Jesus Christ!
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 the church.

When I first came on staff at
UPC, everything was new – people,
church schedule, UCLA campus,
etc...  This meant that oftentimes I
felt lost and out of control at the
beginning. I had to ask a lot of
questions, ranging from where to
find random office supplies to how
to get to places on campus. I
obsessively worried over the first
sermon I preached and how events
would turn out. Thankfully I was
surrounded by a staff that was willing
to answer my questions, be patient
with my confusion, and work together

 as a team.  As crazy as things
seemed to get at times, I knew that
I was not alone but that I was
always working alongside another
staff member to reach the same
goals.

Joining the church staff as
a new member meant that I was
jumping into a leadership position
without having spent time building

It’s exciting to
know that this is a
community that I
am a part of and
will continue to

grow in.

Meet the NEW Staff!
As God sent several of our loved ones to do his will, UP is welcoming new staff
members that will man the office and keep the days running smoothly at UPC. We
know you are all eager to meet them, so we decided to do this feature!

Laine Furukawa
Question: Who are you?
Laine: My name is Laine Furukawa. I was born and raised in Hawaii on the
island of Oahu. I will be filling the role of director of worship and arts.
Q: How were you led to UPC?
L: I actually came to know of UPC via the internet and a calling to get back into
ministry.
Q: What kind of music do you like/listen to/play?
L: As far as music....I'm pretty diverse. I enjoy blues, jazz, blues/rock, folk/rock,
rock n' roll, hip hop, R&B, hardcore, some country,
indie rock..the list goes on.
Q: What kind of food do you like?
L: Anything home-cooked with love.
Q: Which of the Olympic sports do you like?
L: Gymnastics has always amazed me.
Q: What are your hobbies, and which is your favorite?
L: I like to surf, skate, listen/jam music, doodle,
anything computers, tech toys, movies, go to concerts,
write  music/poetry, camp/bbq on the
beach..sigh...Kauai. I enjoy surfing the most because
t's so therapeutic and fun. It's a great way "reset".
Q: Final question... Vans or Converse?
L: Ha...I actually go both ways with that.

The dorky Yvonne receiving thanks from the undergrads.
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trust with the community.  I was
thankful, however, that UPers
gave me benefit of the doubt
and were willing to take a chance
on me.  I could see this in the
way that people were willing to
help me if I asked for help trusting
that it was something
worth their time. I
could see it in the way
that people could say
“no” trusting that I
understood their
situation.  I saw it in
the way that people
were patient with me
when I was slow to understand
or did not get something right
the first time. I saw it in the way
that people reached out and
opened up to me. I enjoyed talks
over coffee and meals and the
opportunity to share about what
was going on in each others’
lives.

I had a conversation with
someone who attended UPC while
she was doing an internship at
UCLA and she shared about how
she felt welcomed by the community.
In fact she said that she had never
felt so welcomed before by a

church. I have to
agree with her when
I think about my own
experience. One of
the distinguishing
qualities of UPC is
how the community
welcomes and accepts
others. I am learning

that I can be vulnerable and let
down my façade of trying to impress
others. I am free to be who I am,
make mistakes and grow in this
community.

When I look at the friendships
between long-term members  of the

Clockwise from top left:  Yvonne, Winnie, Toni, and Vivian.

 prepared to endure everything with
patience, while joyfully giving thanks
to the Father, who has enabled you
to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the light.  He has rescued
us from the power of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of
his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
(1 Colossians 1:10-14).

Advertisement

UPC Invites EVERYONE
Bring Your Friends
Welcome new UCLA students
Be one with community.

Welcome Sunday: September 28th, 2008
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church,  I am extremely encouraged
because I can see that the level of
comfort, loyalty, and love goes deep.
People watch out and care for each
other like brothers and sisters do.
It’s exciting to know that this is a
community that I am a part of and
will continue to grow in.  When I
look back on the year and how I
have been built up by the community,
I am thankful for the staff and church
members who offered their
encouragement, support and
friendship.

the body of Christ takes care of one
another in times of need is
analogous to our bodies
compensating for a sprained ankle.
 We rest, ice, compress and elevate
(RICE); we treat gingerly the parts
of our bodies that are hurt and
broken.  In a few weeks, the ankle
will become strong and can later
be used to support a busted knee
and so on.  As it is with the human
body, it is with the body of Christ.
As different as we may be, we
support one another in love. The
love of Christ is what prompted
members of the body to
sacrifice their time and energy
for me and my family.  Love is
the driving force and byproduct
of a community of believers.

Love is the ultimate gift
that God has given us.  It
provides meaning and purpose
to all the things that we do.

We take care of our own bodies so
that we could live our lives to the
fullest: go to work, play flag football,
volunteer for a homeless shelter or
go skydiving.  Likewise, we strengthen
one another to live out the life that
God has envisioned for us, “so you
may lead lives worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit
in every good work and as you grow
in the knowledge of God.

“May you be made strong with
all the strength at comes from his
glorious power, and may you be

Winnie, third from top right, poses with the AITU (red)
team at UPC Spring Retreat 2008

Josh Herr on Grad Cell
Being part of grad cell
has been a really
meaningful experience
for me in the last year.
In my first quarter here,
I was still getting
adjusted to life at a new

place and didn’t participate in grad

Josh Herr is currently a UCLA
grad student specializing on East
Asian Studies and History. If you
ever need help with Chinese
history, he can easily help you
out.

cell, but I’m glad I did in winter and
spring quarters. It’s just been great to
have a group of fellow believers from
different departments and schools in
the area who have some common
experiences but also come at things
from different backgrounds and
perspectives. Prayer and sharing have
been particularly meaningful for me
in grad cell. Sometimes the most
important thing is to just have people
listen and pray for one another. It’s
also been refreshing to have the
opportunity to go do fun activities
together like shopping and cooking
for Sunday lunch, celebrating
someone’s birthday with a surprise
party, and just getting together for
coffee and a chat. I think grad cell
has also been blessed to have two
good and energetic leaders in Joey
Fung and Hojin Kim. I’m really grateful
and impressed that they’ve taken time
out of their busy schedules to prepare
and coordinate grad cell activities and
Bible studies.
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Christ's Body:
One Unit, Many Parts

Winnie Khoo is currently a
Pepperdine Graduate
student, now in Hong Kong
for a studies abroad
program.

We are all uniquely created
by God with a special purpose
and personal convictions.  Some
of us have been given the gift of
wisdom, knowledge, or even
prophecy.  Some of us are
passionate about environmental
sustainability, while others are
convicted to battle the social

injustices of sex trafficking. Even
though there are many different
kinds of working, the same God
works all of them in all men (1
Corinthians 12:6).  All of us have
different talents and giftings, but we
all come together to form the body
of Christ.

Our Christian walk will have

The greatest thing you’ll ever
learn is just to love and be loved
in return

 – Moulin Rouge!
Greater love has no one than this, that he

lay down his life for his friends
– John 15:13“My love as deep; the more I give to thee, the

more I have, for both are infinite”

William Shakespeare

Romeo & Juliet

“At the end of the age, only
these three will remain:

faith, hope and love.  But the
greatest of these is love”1

Corinthians 13:13

dry spells with great temptations to
shy away from the community or
disregard certain members of the
community.  But we cannot say, “I
don’t have the gift of wisdom… I
don’t belong here”.  Similarly, we
also cannot say, “I am the best!  I
don’t need anyone else!”  Regardless
of our fragile emotional state, we
should be wary of coveting other
people’s talents, successes or lots in
life.   God has arranged each part
of the body, every one of them, just
as he wanted them to be (1
Corinthians 12: 18).  The wisdom
and perfection of God’s creation is
to create unity and equal concern
for one another.   As such, we should
rejoice for one another’s successes
and mourn their sufferings.

Last year, my father suffered a
heart attack and the body of Christ
was a great source of comfort and

strength during my time of difficulty.
The chances for survival were very
slim due to significant hemorrhaging
from a peptic ulcer.  During this
time, there were numerous phone
calls, Facebook messages and care
packages from my community at
UPC.  My dear interns and fellow
staff members bore my load within
the body of Christ, in addition to
their own.  I even got a personal
visit from the pastoral staff, but the
support did not end there.  The
members of Bethany Church, my
parent’s current church, provided
breakfast, lunch and dinner for our
family for almost three months while
my father was recovering.  The list
goes on and on.  All in all, there
were three churches coming together
in prayer and support of my family
in numerous ways.  As a result, my
father’s recovery was truly
miraculous!  The manner in which


