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Everyone longs to give themselves completely to someone

to have a deep soul relationship with another

to be loved thoroughly and exclusively.

But God to a Christian says,

“No; not until you are satisfied, fulfilled,

and content with being loved by me alone

Discovering that only in Me your satisfaction to be found

will you be a capable of the perfect human relationship that | have planned for you.
You will never be united with another

until you are united with me

Exclusive of anyone or anything else

| want you to stop planning, stop wishing,

And allow Me to give you the most thrilling plan existing
One that you cannot imagine.

| want you to have the best.
Please allow Me to bring it to you.
You just keep watching Me, expecting the greatest things

Keep experiencing the satisfaction that | am

Keep listening to and learning the things | tell you.
You just wait, that's all.

Don’t be anxious. Don’t worry.

Don't look around at the things others have gotten
or that | have given them.

Don't look at the things that you think you want.
You just keep looking at Me,

or you will miss the what | want to show you.

And then, when you're ready,

I'll surprise you with a love that’s far more wonderful
than any you would ever dream of.

You see, until you are ready, and

Until the one | have for you is ready

(Iam working, at this moment,

to have both of you ready at the same time),
Until you are both satisfied exclusively with Me,
And the life that | have prepared for you,

You won't be able to experience the love that exemplifies your relationship with Me;
And enjoy materially and concretely,

The everlasting union of beauty, perfection,
and the love that | offer you with Myself.

Know that | love you utterly.

| am God.
Believe it and be satified” Anonymous submission
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experiencing God’s worth

In our

Celebrating and proclaiming God’s worth is
important in our practice of worship

Rev. Soon Chung is the senior
pastor at University Preshyterian
Church. His real name
is..drumroll please ..Joseph! If not
tending to his business then he’s
always spending time with his kids.
Not to mention he loves eating
drumsticks and watching action
movies.

I love you, O LORD, my strength,

The LORD is my rock, my
fortress, and my deliverer,

my God, my rock in whom | take
refuge,

my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold.

| call upon the LORD, who is
worthy to be praised,

so | shall be saved from my
enemies.

-Psalm 18:1-3

In heaven, we will exalt
God. The worth of God is
essential to the vision of heavenly
worship in the Scriptures. In
Revelations 4:11, the elders “fall
before the one who is seated on
the throne,” assuming the biblical
posture of worship. From this
position they sing:

You are worthy, our Lord and
God,

to receive glory and honor and
power,

worship

about the needs of the
community is a great way to start
picking out a worship set. Even if
the songs may not correlate
directly with the sermon, using
songs that will reach people
where they're at allows them to
find God and to hear what He has
to say through the lyrics.

The most important thing,
however, is just to let God work.
| could sing my heart out and
strum until my hands fall off, but
it won't mean anything unless
God works in the hearts of the
congregation as well as my own.
Sometimes, after the last song
of the set, the Holy Spirit might
lead into another song or repeat
certain verses or choruses of
songs. (And speaking of that, it's
very impressive how the LCD
person is able to find the lyrics
to the new song and display them
within a matter of seconds). I'm
still learning to be receptive and
open to the subtle guidance of
the Spirit during a worship set.
Like Pastor Soon always says, it's
important to listen to God and
observe what He’s doing in
people’s lives. After that we
simply need to join Him in His
work.

There is truly nothing
greater than standing among
fellow believers and lifting our
voices and our hands to the God
of Creation.
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Joe Chao likes beanies and the

musical stylings of Shane n Shane,

Prodigy and Trik Turner. He also
played hockey for YMCA

Worship is a time when
all earthly things fade away. All
the worries and frustrations of
everyday life are set against
God'’s praise and are purged
from our bodies by the Holy Spirit,
if only temporarily, so that we
are able to focus on God alone.
Worship puts our lives into
perspective and refocuses our
attention on the only thing of
importance: our relationship with
our Heavenly Father.

Being a worship leader
has been a blessed opportunity
for me to grow in my walk. | have
realized the importance of

prayer and communication with
God. Every worship song we sing
is in itself a prayer, whether it's
an anthem of adoration or a quiet
psalm asking for His presence.
I've learned to think about the
lyrics that | sing each time |
worship, and to really sing them
as a prayer to God. Not only does
this make worship more personal
and intimate, but it makes
worship more genuine as well.

Leading has also given
me an opportunity to pray for the
community. As | learned from
Andy, praying for people in the
congregation and asking God
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for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and
were created.

Likewise, in Revelation 5:12
many angels sing:

Worthy is the Lamb that was
slaughtered

to receive power and wealth
and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and
blessing.

Proclaiming

Are Worthy”, Matt Redman
and Chris Tomlin writes,

Worthy, You are worthy
Much more worthy than | know
| cannot imagine

Just how glorious You are
And | cannot begin to tell

How deep a love You bring
O Lord my ears

had heard of You
But now my eyes have seen

You're worth
God’s worth, therefore, The worth of y

Is important. When we

You're worthy

; You're worth
encounter God in his God is You're worth§ to be
glory and grace, our i raised
hearts yearn to say how essential to IF:)orever and a day
wonderful He is; even the vision of
though we know our. evision o Glory, | give glory
words can never define heavemy To the One who saved
God’s immeasurable ] my soul
worth. worship You found me

and You freed

Have you ever stopped
to think about God’s worth?
This sounds like an obvious
aspect of Christian life, yet many
of us rarely do it, if ever. Sure,
we take for granted that God
is valuable beyond all measure.
But what would happen if we
took time to reflect upon his
worth, to let it sink into our
minds and hearts? | expect that
our worship would become
more passionate and
expressive. We cannot hold
back our praise to God.

In a song called “Worthy, You

me
From the shame

that was my own
And | cannot begin to tell
How merciful You've been
O Lord, my ears

had heard of You
But now my eyes have seen

We'll sing an anthem
of the highest praise
We'll sound an anthem

of Your glorious name

How do we experience
God'’s worth, such that we

Experiencing God's
Worth..., cont.
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Experiencing God'’s

Waorth..., cont.

might “sing an anthem of the
highest praise?” Scripture
suggests many ways. Consider
all the passages | have cited
above. In Psalm 18, God is
valuable to us as a place of
strength, safety, and protection.
In Revelation 4, God's worth is
tied to his power as the
Creator. In Revelation 5, the
Lamb (Jesus) is worthy
because he was slaughtered
and died in our place so that
we might live. These three
passages don't even begin to
exhaust God’s worth. They

simply get us started in our
reflection.

If you are seeking
worship that that is genuine
and sincere, do not focus on
yourself. Focus on God, on who
He is and what God has done
in our lives. Think about how
God has moved in history and
how His grace has worked in
your own life. When you
meditate on how much God

is asking
you to do 9ood.”Isay to myself,

room, we are, in a sense, letting
go and surrendering our worldly
ways so we can focus on one and
one thing only — our Heavenly
Father.

One of the biggest
misconceptions of worship in the
Christian community today is that
worship is supposed to do
something to us. | sometimes

_all God cringe when | hear

people say to me
after service, “Wow
the worship was

good in what

istolet go aspect? The music?

The order of songs?
The arrangements? Good for
who? Worship ultimately is for
God — we worship because we
love Him and want to praise Him
for being a great and awesome
God! All that we should get out
of worship is the satisfaction that
we are able to worship God with
full and genuine hearts because
we love Him so much.

As a worship leader, |
sometimes find myself creating
a false ideology of how worship
should be —we fall into a mindset
that if the music doesn’t sound
right or if a musician is off key,
then the worship wasn't great.
Matt Redman talks about this in
his song “The Heart of Worship.”
What is left “when the music
fades and all is stripped away”?
Worship should be genuine, and

distractions and surrendering
our hearts to the Lord.

Romans 12:1 says,

“Therefore, | urge you, brothers,
in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God — this
is your spiritual act of worship.”

True worship goes
beyond music, beyond words —
God wants us to offer our lives
to Him not through just song and
dance, but through our lifestyle.

We often fail to realize that
worship embodies much more
than what we make it out to be.
Let’s not forget that worship is
not for us or made to please us,
but created to please our
Heavenly Father for His
abounding love.

It may seem that God is
asking for a lot, but worship is
simple: give Him your all and let
go. Surrender your hearts to
Him, surrender your worldly ways
and lay them at His feet. All God
is asking you to do is to let go.
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Surrendering T hrough

Sam Chung is the newest full-time
staff member. He loves to take
long afternoon naps.

Worship

In Romans, Paul writes
about the constant struggles
we face between our own
desires and God’s will for us.
The greatest challenge that we
encounter daily is to know and
follow God's will despite our own
desires—whether it is
something materialistic or for
our personal gain, we know that
we need to let go. Often times
we lose sight of what is most
important because of
distractions such as wealth,

relationships. We always try
to fill the void in our hearts with
these distractions thinking that
what the world has to offer can
bring satisfaction. When we
surrender our hearts to the
Lord, we are not only letting go
of the things of the world, but
also letting go of our fears —
the fear of not knowing what
will happen, the fear of not being
in control of one’s life, the fear
of vulnerability. When we
worship God and come into His
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After Revelation Comes Consecration

The journey of worship
begins by seeing the Lord. God
spoke to Abram, and he left his
homeland to find the land of
promise, worshipping along the
way. Abram had to see God
before following him. Similarly,
God spoke to Moses through the
burning bush, and so began the
journey of delivering a nation into
freedom and worship. Revelation
precedes consecration.

William Temple, a former
Archbishop of Canterbury,
penned a beautiful definition of
worship: “To worship is to have
our conscience quickened by the
holiness of God, to feed the mind
with the truth of God, to purge
the imagination by the beauty of
God, to open the heart to the love
of God and to devote the will to
the purposes of God”.

Andy Park is a worship leader at
Langley Vineyard church in British
Columbia. He is a UCLA Alumni and
enjoys a variety of sports, from golf to
snowboarding to street hockey.
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After Revelation Comes
Consecration, cont.

The final result of worship
is to devote one’s life, energy and
plans to God’s purposes.

Consecration follows
revelation. You see it in all the
spiritual giants of the Bible. After
encountering God, Abraham
goes to a distant land. After
seeing God in the burning bush,
Moses confronts Pharaoh and
delivers a nation. After seeing
the Lord exalted in the temple in
the midst of worshipping angels,
Isaiah says “I will go for you”.
After being knocked off his horse
by a light from heaven, Paul
quickly becomes the most
influential preacher of the gospel.
Seeing God must lead to action.
Otherwise the language of
worship is just theoretical
platitude.

NEW PRIORITIES

| was never a great risk-
taker as a schoolboy. | was quiet,
responsible, and conservative in
my day-to-day choices. But when
| came to know God, | was
transformed. Nothing else
mattered except following

God was beginning to form me
into his worshipper.

Thus began my re-
education regarding the
priorities of life. As a high school
student | had studied hard to
earn grades that would qualify
me to enter a prestigious
university. Enrolling at UCLA was
the first step in establishing a
successful career that would
bring fulfillment and a good
salary. First | would choose an
area of study, then | would work
my tail off to make good grades.
After college, | would find the
right kind of job and then
continue to work hard and
succeed, securing a comfortable
lifestyle for myself.

Before meeting Jesus, |
basically had a humanistic
worldview and a strong work
ethic. | had learned that | could
use my abilities to work hard and
accomplish whatever | wanted
to. | saw God as someone who
loved me from a distance. | knew
he genuinely cared for me, but |

didn't think he

God. | had never had a Seeing GOd intended to become

good reason to do

involved in my day-to-

anything radical in life. But must lead day choicesinlife.

now | had met the God

The Apostle Paul

who created the universe, to action described in very

and he was making

himself known to me. | was
determined to please the Lord
in every way | could, no matter
what he required.

black and white terms the
difference between Christian and
pre-Christian existence. To the
church in Ephesus he writes:
"Once you were darkness, now
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commissioning because it's often
through worship that God
convicts us of His justice, His
compassion, of His longing for
the broken and oppressed. It's
through worship that God
beckons us to do more than bask
in the riches of His grace and
mercy, and to realize that the
work is not done. The glorious
worship depicted in Revelation 7
is still in the making, and we each
have an important part to play in
seeing that great Day come to
pass.

So let’s run to God,
hungry and needy, and let’s be
filled. Let’s find our delight in God
instead of so many lesser things.
And as we delight in Him, let His
glory and His renown among the
nations become the desire of our
hearts (Isaiah 26:8). Let worship
be that which both fuels us and
propels us to see the final
consummation, the time where
people from every nation and
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Worship: Escape and
Engagement, cont.

and begin to love it for its own
sake. Wanting to get the same
worship high, Christians apply
all kinds of formulas to
“enhance the worship
experience.” We begin flocking
to the “right” worship leader,
who has the “right” sound. We
rush out to buy the right CD’s
and attend the right worship
conferences. How easily these
things can fool us into thinking
we’re worshipping God with our
flash and pizzazz, when all we're
really doing is manipulating and
being manipulated, putting on
a show or enjoying one!

Technology, worship
leaders, worship styles, CD’s,
and conferences — these aren'’t
inherently wrong. I've just
noticed that the line between
inspired worship and man-
made rock shows tends to get
thinner the more complicated
things become. Sometimes, the
best times of worship are those
that are had with a single
guitar, a barstool, and a
small group of
worshippers.

If “all is stripped
away,” would you still be
able to worship God
deeply? Truly? Or are you
a worship junkie? Do you get
frustrated when the worship
what you expect it to be? For
the ultimate test of your
maturity as a worshipper, try

worshipping cross-culturally
sometime.

Worship as Engagement

The natural high we
derive from worship can be

addictive, such that all
we want to do is worship and
we measure a church’s quality
by how the worship makes us
feel. But this is not the nature
of true worship. Worship, at
least as we know it in this
lifetime, is not the end goal.
Where Jesus welcomes
sinners into his embrace, he
transforms them. And where
he transforms them, he also
sends them out to be his
“healing hands...his instruments
of peace.” Worship is missional
it does not end with us.

This is the sense in
which worship is engagement.
True worship leaves us with the
conviction that we must bring

others to this great

Worship 1S God to meet Him and

experience His

missional; it goodness. It's a

blessing and a gift

does not end that's just too good
with us

and too big to be kept
for ourselves. Good
worship should teach
us in the most intimate way not
only of God'’s love for us but also
for His world. Worship is both
a medium of healing and of
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you are light in the Lord" (Eph.

5:8). Quite literally, it's the
difference between night and day.
He says of himself. "I have been
crucified with Christ and | no
longer live, but Christ lives in me."
(Gal. 2:20a) That's pretty radical.
In spiritual terms, we become a
new person when we receive
Christ. "Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the
old has gone, the new has come!"
(2 Co. 5:17).

Part and parcel with
becoming a new creation is
coming under the ruling force of
the kingdom of God. We who
have a new nature in Christ “do
not live according to the sinful
nature, but according to the
Spirit” (Ro. 8:4). Now that we are

light in the
Lord, we
We become a must live as
new person children of
light, having

when we receive  pothing to do

with the deeds

of darkness. As a
teenager in high
school, my mind was given over
to sensual lust. Though | was
casually acquainted with
Christianity, | wasn't directed and
motivated by the life-giving Spirit
of God. | was living according to
my sinful nature, and my mind
was set on what that nature
desires.

Christ

Because the Spirit of God
wasn't filling me daily, there was
a power vacuum that was filled
by self-centered desires. If we are
not yielded to the overtures of
the Holy Spirit, we default to the
sinful nature. The only way to
overcome sin is to live by the
Spirit. It's not enough to dabble
in Christianity. It's a way of life.
It's a constant surrendering to
an authority higher than
ourselves. This is what Paul
means when he defines Christian
worship as “offering yourself as
aliving sacrifice” . In his first letter
to the Thessalonians, Paul
describes their conversion as
‘turning from idols to serve the
living God'. This turning (Greek —
epistrephein) signifies a ‘total
reorientation of life in abandoning
idolatry for the worship of the
living God’ .

Even after we've received
Christ, we must constantly give
ourselves over to him, not
allowing any part of our body to
become a tool of wickedness.
“Since we live by the Spirit, let us
keep in step with the Spirit” (Gal.
5.25).

When | met Christ, |
came to know him as a loving
Lord and Master who wanted to
guide me and speak to me daily.
My life was filled with prayer. |
knew his presence in a real,
tangible way. The idea of receiving
direct revelation from God

After Revelation Comes
Consecration, cont.
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After Revelation Comes
Consecration, cont.

seemed crazy but it was
happening all the time. As |

looked into the scriptures, | saw
| saw that my
dialogue with God

that my dialogue with
God was corroborated
in the dalily life of the
early church leaders.

would ultimately bring
fulfilment. But

the fruit would come
only after | let the
seed fall into the
ground and die

Paul to tell him which
cities to visit and which

ones to avoid, God still  the early church
leaders

speaks today. Just as

God gave Peter a vision

of animals being let

down from heaven in a sheet,
God still gives visions today. And
God was giving me visions! Just
as God told David where to live,
how and when to go into battle,
just as he spoke to Philip to “go
down the road towards Gaza”,
so he speaks today.

On one weekend not too
long after meeting Christ, | took
some time to pray and fast. God
showed me through dreams
and visions that | would
someday be involved in a
ministry that would be
influential. God was up to
something; he had significant
plans for me. | didn’t know what
those plans were, but | knew |
had better listen up.

In regards to a career,
it was no longer up to me to
choose my way. Sure, God
would lead me to do something
that was good for me. He would
lead me into something that

came to grips with

in the daily life of the fact that he was

the boss. Because
| had experienced
his love firsthand, |
could trust him to
lead me. | knew he had better
plans for me than | could ever
conceive. But that didn't mean
it was always going to be easy.
The operative words for many
years were to be: patience and
surrender. | was learning to
worship God with all of my
heart, soul, mind and strength.

References
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Earliest Christian Hymns, Edited
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with God, William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, Grand
Rapids, Mich., page 167. (See
also Acts 14:15;15:19; 26:18,
20).
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dry, at least in our culture:
overeating, oversleeping,
overgaming, overshopping,
overplaying, overspending,
overplanning. And the list of
permissible vices goes on and on,
even though there are sometimes
stronger biblical exhortations
against the “small things” than
the “biggies.”

Worship as Escape

No, the problem isn't with

C having an
This kind of  escape: the
. problem is with
worship finding healthy
ones. The
encounter ;1 has ittle
doesn’t restore o offer us by
way of Real
the world to  Rest That's

because Real
perfect order... Restisfound
only in God, and
that's why | argue that the best
choice we can make when it
comes to escape is worship.

Worship is the ultimate
escape. The power of worshipping
in song is that it provides us
with mental and temporal
space to meditate on God and

strips away all the nonsense
and helps us zero-in on the
things that really matter.
Worship reorients our
spiritual eyes to see the spiritual

realities that undergird our day-
to-day experience. We get a
glimpse at the inner workings of
the world, and see that God is
right there, sovereign and
unrivaled in the fray. When

we sing to God, or when we
prayerfully praise him, our eyes
are opened and our hearts are
refocused; we see the God who
loves us, whose grace is deeper
than our sin and the sin of our
fellow human beings. We see the
One who is sovereign over
everything, who can do all things,
and who works all things out for
the good of those who love Him
(Romans 8:28).

This kind of worship
encounter doesn'’t restore the
world to perfect order, but it does
restore the order in our hearts.
This kind of worship doesn't make
our problems go away. But it
does give us a fresh anointing of
the faith and strength that makes
us “more than conquerors”
(Rom. 8:37). These are the
senses in which worship is
escape.

Worshipping

..but it does Worship?
to encounter Him. Worship  restore the

Ironically,
even escaping via

order in our yorship can
hearts

become unhealthy.
It's easy to fall in
love with the highs of worship
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Worship: Escape and
Engagement, cont.

definition, but one of the ways
that I've been thinking of worship
lately is in terms of a paradox. To
worship is to escape; to worship
is to engage.

Escapism’s Bad Rap

Let's play a word-
association game. | say,
“escapism” and what do you
think? Probably something
negative.

A lot of people seem to
think that escapism is sinful or
cowardly. In our Western
bravado, we are

from the pressures and pains of
life are normal and a fundamental
part of what makes us human.
Why? Because they belie our
longing for what humanity lost in
the Fall; perfect peace and rest.
The desire to escape is actually
a desire to find Real Rest, which
will be found ultimately at the end
of all things. Humans have a
fundamental need to escape,
which is why God ordained the
Sabbath; it's a time to rest, to set
down the burdens of daily living
and take a breather. To recharge.

The problem is that
humans have strange and
terrible

eager to rush out, The desire to escape penchant for
take on the world, is actually a desire turning to all

tackle problems

the wrong

head on, get the job to find Real Rest  escapes. We

done and be

try all kinds of

productive. We think  Which will be found things to

we should always be

escape the toil

moving forward, “making at the end of all of life. There

progress every day,” as one
cell-phone company
triumphantly proclaims. The
hallmark of another wireless
provider becomes ours — “Done.
Done. Done.” Granted, there’s a
bit of hyperbole involved here, but
| think the core of my argument
is true; we have a productivity
complex where any desire to “get
away from it all” becomes wrong,
because it's a waste of time.

But | disagree. Progress
is often ill-defined and overrated.

things are, of course,

the obvious

“biggies” that
we’d all acknowledge as no-no’s:
things like alcoholism, drug
addictions, pornography and
sexual promiscuity. (Might it be
our culture’s extreme view of
work that leads us into such
extreme forms of escape? For
every action, there is an equal
and opposite reaction).

But there are other
escapes that are not so cut and
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Left. The Silver Agents. UP’s
winning team of Spring Retreat
“05.

Middle. Andrea Wong cooking
up a storm at Clover Park for a
Fourth of July weekend BBQ.

Bottom Right. UPer’s worshipping
at our annual Alive! Good Friday
Program

Below. Terri Xiao (middle), Steve
Ringler (right) and a couple of their
friends celebrating at their
graduation ceremony.
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Above. Grad Banquet 2005! A bunch of happy grads and silly folks celebrating a joyous occasion.
Middle. Akio Yamada, UP’s #1 Dodger fan at the Dodger v. Giants game.

Below. Michelle Wall and Jason Wallace enjoying each others company with a friendly game of rocks.
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After these things |
looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one could
count, from every nation and all
tribes and peoples and tongues,
standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, and palm branches were
in their hands;

and they cry out with a
loud voice, saying, "Salvation to
our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb."

And all the angels were
standing around the throne and
around the elders and the four
living creatures; and they fell on
their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, saying:
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"Amen, blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might, be
to our God forever and ever
Amen."

Revelation 7:9-12 (NIV)

Worship: a Paradox?

There are a number of
ways to define worship, and |
suspect that we won't fully
understand what the true
meaning of worship is until the
day in Revelation 7:9-12 comes,
when we stand face to face with
the Father and worship Him with
people from every nation and
tribe. Worship defies a simple

Andy Ikeda is often seen playing
with his son Eric at Westwood
Park and loves to cook up a storm.
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