Monday, July 16 2007

Dear Pastor Soon, JK, Noah, Woonghee, 

 

We are looking forward to the three of you coming to Chiang Mai and have been praying for you.  Thank you for sending us your picture and telling us a little about yourselves.  We would like to know more if you have time to write us.  We praise God for your interest in mission and in what God is doing around the world and in Thailand.  In Thailand about 1% of the people are Christians; most are Buddhist, except for in the South where there are many Muslims.  In the North there are more Christians than in the rest of Thailand, probably because there are more missionaries here.  

 

We appreciate your prayers for us and need them very much.  We would like you to also pray for the people groups whom we will be seeing, Lord willing.  Initially, we will introduce you to our co-workers  and office in Chiang Mai.  We would also like to introduce you to some of the other Christian work going on in Chiang Mai, as time allows. We also might go to a museum about some of the larger tribal groups in the North part of Thailand.  We would also like to take you to an orphanage for children with AIDS.  Towards the end of the trip, we would like you to see the work of Child Evangelism Fellowship, as time allows.  There is a counseling center here, which might be of interest to JK.

 

We would like to introduce you to some of the Lao Song people.  We will need to travel quite a ways to get there  We will visit and share the Gospel with non-Christians, either through recordings we did previously or through testimony.  As we share with them, you can have a key part by praying.  We will stay with one Christian Lao Song family at their daughter's home.  You can prepare something brief to share with them in the evening.  (Usually, we meet to sing, pray and share from the Word or a testimony.)  

 

The first Sunday we plan to take you to an Isaan (NE) church in Khon Kaen.  There might be an opportunity to share testimonies or from the Word there, but that is not yet confirmed.   We would also like to take you to meet some of the BRU at Dong Luang, probably quite briefly.  (This is where we recorded the book of Genesis.)   There are several other people groups in this area of NE Thailand that we may visit as time allows:  The SAEK, the YOY, the SO, PHU THAI and the NYAW.  (These are groups where we hope to do recording in the future, so we are seeking to build relationships with the people and get to know more about their culture and how we can most effectively communicate the Gospel to them.  We might end up visiting a school and teaching the children some English.)  

 

After we return to Chiang Mai, we would like you to participate in W3 (Word, Worship and Wonder) or our Thai cell group.   Maybe, you can share a testimony at that time to the youth you are involved in this.  It might even be that Noah (or all of you) could sing a song.  We also might take you to visit a friend's countryside Thai church near Chiang Mai and you could help us teach the youth there English as part of building relationships between the youth and the church.  Currently, there are virtually no youth involved in the local church.  Our Thai friend and his Korean wife have just begun ministry there recently.  Some Koreans helped provide the finances to build a new church building.  This church is probably an hour from the highest place in Thailand.  So we might also go there (Doi Inthanon).  There are some interesting waterfalls as well in the area.    We would like to take you to the Thai and International Churches, which we usually attend.  We can talk more about things when you come here.  If there is something you especially would like to do, let us know, we might be able to work it in to the schedule.  

 

Do all of you speak Korean?  There are a lot of Koreans in Thailand.  Also, we have Korean co-workers on our team.  If so, perhaps you might have a chance to visit with them.   We eventually would like to build our own office and studio building, so since Woonghee is studying architecture, we would like to get his input on our plans.  Before you leave, we will take you a few places such as the night bazaar, where you can buy something to take back with you!  You will probably get to eat some different foods and experience a very different culture from in the U.S.  We will be doing quite a bit of traveling, so we hope you like traveling.  However, by the time you leave you should know much more about Thailand and its cultures and the needs and opportunities here.  Have any of you been on a mission trip before?  Do you have any questions?

 

There are a few places where you cannot wear shorts, so bring some lightweight slacks and a couple nice shirts.  Otherwise, just bring something comfortable to wear as it will likely be hot and humid.   If you like to swim, you might have a chance so bring a swimming suit along.  An insect spray would be useful to have along to keep the mosquitoes away.   

 

God bless you,

 

Kerry & Nhuvan Erickson

 

P.S.  We would appreciate your prayers that our work permit will soon be approved and for our trip this Friday to Bangkok to get a new non-immigrant visa.  Lord willing, once we have our work permits, we will head to the NE at the end of the month to arrange further details for our time there.  We would appreciate your prayers for the Lord to open doors and guide us to the right people.  

   

